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Artefacts
is time I have chosen to show some of the artefacts that we have found during this summer's 
excavation at the trading place at Fröjel, Gotland. All together we have found something like 3000 
objects. Most of them being small tiny iron objects, but also some rather interesting objects. e 
main dating of the objects is the 11th century, but we also have some artefacts from 8th century to the 
12th century.

e objects found hasn't change the main conclusion of the activities at the site, but some new ideas 
has evolved. For instance, it is becoming more and more clear that one has been making crystal 
beads at the site. Normally, we say that faceted crystal beads have been imported from the Orient. 
But we have now clear evidence that they actually were making this kind of beads at Fröjel. It seems 
as if they have been importing the raw material (it doesn't exist on Gotland in any high degree, and 
not of the quality that we are talking about here) and making the beads at the site. We have found 
half "nished beads, broken beads and raw material as well as "nished beads.

is year has also meant that we have found about 30 new coins, which means that we now have 
something like 100 coins from Fröjel. e main kind of coins are from Germany and mainly from 
the 11th century. But we have also this year found arabic coins from the late 8th century or early 9th 
century.

Depending on the fact that we have found so many objects, we haven't been able to register all the 
material yet. But that will be the work of Carina Dahlström and Tove Eriksson during the coming 
autumn. According to our planes, they will be "nished with a report from this year's excavation 
before Christmas. Below, I will give some examples of artefacts found. I will have it on three different 
pages, depending on all the pictures. All photos by D. Carlsson. e drawings are made by Mikke 
Brännström.
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e typical female 
jewellery from Gotland is 
the box brooch and the 
animal head brooches, 
normally made of bronze 
and well decorated. To the 
le is a box brooch from 
the 9th, or early 10th 
century. To the right, the 
ordinary dress utensil for 
the man, a ring needle. 
Almost all female as well as male have a comb, made of bone.

A very common artefact among women are dress pins made of 
bronze. ey are normally made with a decorated head in 
different style. e head was caste in a small mould, and put 
together with the pin to make it ready for use. e two dress 
pins to the top le are from the female grave number 14.
One of the more remarkable objects this year was the small 
human "gure above. It is about 2 cm high, and made of bronze. 
It shows a man or woman, whose legs are transferred into the 
tails of two dragons or snakes. e picture resembles very much 

an image on a picture stone from eastern Gotland, showing a woman holding two snakes in her 
arms, biting her head.

e small objects to the right above is about 1,5 cm big, made of bronze. It has been a small brooch 
and mounted in the middle, there has probably been a piece of glass or rock crystal, now gone.

e beltstrap to the bottom le is of a style that date it to the time before the Viking Age, probably 
the 8th century. e style resembles very much objects from the mainland, from the area of Vendel 
and Valsgärde, close to Uppsala in middle Sweden.
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Artefacts, continuing

is year we have found 
some 30 coins, mainly 
German coins. To the 
le, there are 3 arabic 
coins from the early 9th 
century and to the right 
two German coins from 
the 11th century.

All together, we have this year 
found some 50 beads, mostly 
glass beads of different 
colours. But also some beads 
of other material. e photo 
to the le is showing two 
round beads of carnelian and 
the beads in the middle of 
amber.
Scale about 5:1

Some of the beads are more 
elaborated. e one to the le is 
made of green transparent glass, 
with an inlay of red and black 
glass in as pattern of a %ower.
e bead to the right is black in 
its ground colour, with inlays of 
with strings and small, round 
pieces of glass of red and black 
in a beautiful pattern.

One of the more remarkable artefacts found this year are 
three pieces of rock crystal in the form of lenses. Together 
with the beads and half fabric material we have found earlier, 
it is very clear now that raw material of rock crystal has been 
imported to Fröjel, to be used for making both faceted beads 
and obviously also rock crystal lenses. is kind of lenses 
were oen used mounted into necklaces, but they could also 
have been used both as burning lenses and as magnifying 
glasses. Where they got the raw material from is still a matter 

of discussion, but probably from the area around the Black Sea.
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Artefacts, continuing

Some of all the small artefacts found this year. To the far left, there is a spindle whorl made of 
lime stone, in the middle the upper part of a small bell (scale 4:1) and to the right a piece of a well 
made bronze chain.

To the left, a hunting arrow of iron, in the middle a strap end of bronze, and to the right, a lock 
from the 12th century.

One type of objects that is rather common are different kinds of belt straps, and belt mountings. 
To the left is a running dog (scale 4:1) and to the right a belt strap of bronze (scale 2:1).


